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Recently, I had the privilege of spending 
a weekend with a diverse mob of fifteen 
people traipsing over a remote mesa in 
western Queensland.  I was there with 
representatives from the Guwa (Koe-a) 
Traditional Owner Group and The 
Australian Age of Dinosaurs to participate 
in a preliminary Aboriginal cultural 
heritage survey of the site of the 
proposed Australian Age of Dinosaurs 
(AAOD) Museum of Natural History.

In 2006, the Britton family of Mt 
Landsborough generously donated a 
1500 hectare mesa under freehold title to 
the AAOD for the development of their 
museum.  

DCQ staffer and local Aboriginal custodian, David 

Thompson reports on the first steps of journey of 

discovery and respect, walking in the footsteps of an 

ancient culture and prehistoric creatures …

mixing it
on the
mesa

The mesa, not far from Winton, rises about 
seventy metres above the surrounding 
country and is what’s left of the earth’s 
surface from around 30 million years ago.

The weekend began with dinner at the 
Winton Hotel where Mayor Ed Warren 
presented the Guwa representatives with a 
small gift on behalf of the Winton Shire 
Council.  Michael Mace, Guwa Traditional 
Owner, thanked Mayor Warren for the gesture 
and spoke about his mob forming a long                   
and positive friendship with the AAOD. 

Mr Mace mentioned his personal pleasure 
at being involved in a project of this 
calibre, and thanked the AAOD crew 
for recognising the importance of 
Aboriginal cultural heritage and 
their commitment to develop 
a Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan for 
the site. 

(continued)

(Pictured above and below):

Recording the work and                                 
discoveries
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Saturday began with an early breakfast 
and discussion on how the survey would 
take place.  At first, people were a bit 
stand-off-ish but, as time went on, 
everybody became familiar with each 
other, and shared and learnt much.  The 
proposed construction sites were spread 
over the mesa with the aim of 
strategically placing the buildings to 
minimise the impact on the environment 
and the mesa and, after a briefing on 
where, what and how, we started 
traipsing across the mesa, teaching and 
learning about Aboriginal artefacts, sites 
and culture.

The first survey area showed some signs 
of previous Aboriginal habitation and 
many artefacts called ‘flakes’ and 
‘discards’ or ‘throw away’.  It was a time 
that people became friends, shared their 
culture and enjoyed each other’s 
company.

Another survey area yielded a ‘snake 
tree’, a Snappy Gum that had grown 
along the ground in a snake-like form 
before heading skyward.  During this 
time another tree was identified to be a 
special Women’s Place, and the Guwa 
women shared the story about the Place 
with the women from the AAOD.  

We then travelled to other sites around 
the mesa to perform more preliminary 
surveys on potential construction sites 
and discussed the process of conducting 
more comprehensive surveys in the 
future. It was very evident that the Guwa 
people used the mesa and that with 
further investigation; we would find more 
significant places to record and protect.

At the end of the day everybody was 
both enthusiastic and exhausted.  
Enthusiastic with what we had found, 
especially the Women’s Place and what a 
future and more detailed survey would 
present; exhausted from walking, talking, 
laughing, climbing, eating, sitting, 
learning, teaching … and swatting flies.

All involved expressed their honour and 
privilege to be a part of the survey work, 
and all expressed a keen interest to be 
involved in future cultural heritage 
surveys and sharing more experiences 
with each other.

Not only did Desert Channels Queensland 
provide funding to fence the mesa and 
remove feral goats, we recorded the 
survey day and will produce a DVD.  We 
will also begin working with the Guwa 
Traditional Owners in recording their 
heritage, history and culture.

mixing it
on the mesa

(continued)

The Australian Age of Dinosaurs is a 
non-profit organisation formed at a Winton 
meeting on the 17th of August 2002.  Its 
mission is to: ‘To encourage, promote and 
facilitate the discovery, preservation and 
display of fossil material from the age of 
dinosaurs within Australia’.

AAOD members really dig palaeontology and 
work hard to spread the word through the 
discovery, preservation and display of 
fossils as well as providing 
specimens for scientific study 
and research.

The dedicated team at AAOD is working toward their 
ultimate goal of the Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum 
of Natural History on a mesa top near Winton.

Reference: Australian Age of Dinosaurs                                         
Web Site – About Us page

scratching
the surface

Pictured clockwise from left:

Loading stabilised fossils at Matilda Dig Site;

Scratching around for old bones at the    	    	
Matilda Dig Site;

Discussing options in the prep lab
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Some of you who have                                                           
heard of the Cooper’s Creek Catchment Committee may be 

wondering what it does.  Are we a bunch of greenies hell bent 
on saving some obscure tadpole?  Or are we just 

anti-irrigation antediluvians?  Well … neither.

The committee is there for the whole of the catchment 
community, whatever their views.  We’re a community group 

with representatives from all industries who care about the 
future of the area.  Our members are grass-roots people 

trying to better the community they live in for landholders and 
local communities, whether that be tackling issues such as 
telecommunications, pests, river gauges and of course the 
health of the creeks and rivers that make up the Cooper’s 

Creek catchment.

A list of our current committee follows.  Only Mike Price and 
Maree Morton are old hands, the rest are first-time Committee 

members.

Mike Price, ‘Marengo’, Aramac (Aramac/Cornish)

Nicholas Walker, ‘Rio’, Longreach (Upper Thomson)

Leonie Nunn, ‘Sunnyside’, Stonehenge (Lower Thomson) - 
CHAIR

Michael MacKay, ‘Hotspur’, Jericho (Upper Barcoo)

Jim Markwell, Isisford (Lower Barcoo)

Matthew Barrett, ‘South Galway’, Windorah (Upper Cooper)

Maree Morton, ‘Innamincka Station’, Innamincka (Lower 
Cooper) - DEPUTY CHAIR

Meetings are open to the public and anyone in the catchment 
who would like to raise an issue is encouraged to contact the 

Committee Chair, Leonie Nunn on 07 4658 9155.

new faces in
old places

The Cooper’s Creek Catchment Committee 
has a heap of new faces but their hearts remain in the 
some old place, the catchment of the mighty Cooper.  

Committee secretary, Julie Allen fills us in …

It’s getting uncomfortably close to that 
frenetic, end of financial year with its 
attendant project acquittals, financial 
spreadsheets and Annual Report … and, 
on the private front, the dreaded tax 
return.

We have just completed a series of six 
arid gardening workshops around the 
region, from Blackall and Barcaldine to 
Bedourie and Boulia, with Longreach and 
Winton thrown in the middle.  These 
popular and well-attended sessions are a 
continuation of the extremely successful 
series from last year and feature plant 
selection, watering equipment and 
techniques, mulching and layout with tips 
from noted garden designer, Lawrie 
Smith (see separate story).

Our Aboriginal Advisory Panel, which 
provides the Board with feedback and 
input, has endorsed our Aboriginal 
Engagement Strategy.  This strategy 
guides how we ensure that Aboriginal 
people have their say and participate in 
the management of the region’s natural 
resources.  The most recent meeting was 
heavily attended by women and saw Pat 
Hegarty, a Guwa Traditional Owner, 
elected as Chair.

Pictured below left: Participants at an 
Aboriginal Advisory Panel Meeting

 

 

 

The latest in a string of field days across 
the region were two Peter Andrews, 
Natural Sequence Farming days (near 
Longreach and Aramac).  While the 
concept may not seem immediately 
relevant to this part of the world, the 
days were well-attended and people 
came away with plenty of valuable 
information.  Another field day that 
attracted people like flies around a 
carcass was the WaterSmart™ day at 
Monkira Station out on the Diamantina 
(see separate story).

Also featured in another story in this 
issue is the cultural heritage survey of 
the mesa where the Australian Age of 
Dinosaurs is to build its museum.  Our 
previous involvement with this site was 
to fund a project to fence off the area 
and remove feral goats; we are currently 
producing a DVD of the cultural survey; 
and will continue to work with the Guwa 
people to preserve their heritage.

Many of our on-ground team are still out 
and about, some delivering training and 
others on site visits and project 
acquittals; we are also funding and 
coordinating extensive weed control work 
through the Defeating the Weeds Menace 
and Blueprint for the Bush programs.  
This is a large-scale, region-wide 
undertaking for the strategic control and 
eradication of mesquite, parkinsonia and 
prickly acacia.  

Our contractors for this work have as 
many as 20 people in the field spraying 
at any one time.

Recently, we’ve sponsored two national 
conferences: National Floodplain 
Association conference in Windorah; and 
the National Weeds Conference in Cairns.  
The Windorah conference dealt with 
floodplain over exploitation and 
degradation through much of eastern 
Australia, and the need to protect our 
inland river systems from the pressure to 
irrigate.  The Cairns conference covered 
everything weeds and provided DCQ with 
tremendous exposure through our highly 
patronised display that showcased our 
leadership in survey, training and control.

And don’t forget our major date-claimer: 
Westech Field Day, 9th and 10th of 
September in Barcaldine.  Make sure you 
come and see us at our Supa Site – 
more details in the next issue.  See you 
there!

DCQ Update



I was one of a number of non-local ring-ins who 
travelled the dusty track to Monkira Station for 
the WaterSmart™ Field Day, held on a glorious 
day in early April.  The grassy enclosure 
between the Cookhouse and the Homestead was 
an invitation to all graziers to come and look and 
enquire.  There were tents and marquees, a 
tank, pink cattle prods, solar panels, telemetry 
bits and pieces, Westpac and DCQ.

Our very own Colleen James, WaterSmart™ 
Pastoral Production Project Officer, gave an 
informative and interesting account of the 
Monkira project as well as other projects in 
South Australia and the Northern Territory.

 

Public Relations can take you to all sorts of 
interesting and out-of-the-way places, as Roelie 
Hartwig discovered …

the dusty diamantina

It was dusty.  It was flat and dusty.  The flat and 
the dust went for miles – right to the curve of 
the earth.  The dust that swirled as the convoy 
of four-wheel-drives snaked its way to each 
water point hung in the air for many thick and 
heavy minutes.  I wondered what the resident 
herd at Carbines waterhole and the two corella 
scouts at Pullawarra waterhole thought as they 
observed it all with aloof indifference, this 
invasion of their tranquillity.

As Anthony explained at one point, it was not all 
plain sailing during the trials.  He candidly spoke 
on the reliability of the chosen equipment, 
problems that arose, and how they were 
addressed.  Even for the city slickers and young, 
it was fascinating and informative.

Future plans at Monkira include replacing the 
existing flow meters with an ultrasonic meter 
that has no inline obstructions.  The internal 
diameter of the pipe will be retained; hopefully 
this will eliminate the major problems 
experienced with blockages. 

Desert Channels Queensland is a partner in the 
WaterSmart ™ project which is run by Desert 
Knowledge Cooperative Research Centre and 
funded by the Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Program.  More information is available 
at: www.desertknowledgecrc.com.au/
watersmart/field_days/monkira_station_field_
day.html)

A range of technologies and products, 
ranging from the Observant telemetry 
system, the E-Vap Cap evaporation 
control cover, Grundfos solar pumps, 
Bushman’s tanks and Dinocrete 
concrete troughs, were trialled at ten 
of Monkira’s water points under the 
supervision of manager, Anthony 
Desreaux.  Anthony very 
enthusiastically showed us around, 
explained what was installed at each 
water point and handed over any 
technical questions to the 
manufactures who accompanied us on 
each dusty leg of our inspection.

Pictured below: From all points they came; In all modes of transport;                                       
To look at troughs, solar panels and pumps; And anti-seepage liners.
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At the beginning of April, reports were 
circulating that a sub-species of Australia’s 
well-known native cat had been discovered in 
the Desert Channels region.  While no 
photographs or specimens were collected, 
the animal was reportedly identified by 
Latvian environmentalist and researcher, Day 
Vid Hattinburrow.  Mr Hattinburrow, of mixed 
Latvian and English descent, is studying the 
distribution of species as reflected in email 
traffic content.

While he declines to divulge how he accesses 
emails to study content and volume, Mr 
Hattinburrow is certain that he has found a 
quoll sub-species in sand ridge country to 
the west of Longreach and says it is known 
as the qwalc in the local dialect.  He further 
claims that it has a peak-shaped body.

Like any investigative reporter worth their 
salt, I set out to shed light on this mystery in 
the Bullet’s back yard.

One sand ridge resident, who declined to be 
named, said the whole thing was rubbish.  
“Even if it was true, we don’t want any new 
species; we have enough trouble with the 
ones we’ve got.”

When asked if she’d ever heard of a qwalc, 
Elizabeth Clark of Leander simply laughed.  
“Yes, I’ve heard of it,” she admitted when 
she finally wiped away her tears.  We were 
sitting around her smoko table; my heart 
leapt, I had a lead, the Bullet was going to 
break a big story.  I could see myself on 
Sunrise and 7:30 Report, even in the august 
pages of the Australian.

“Does it have a peak-shaped body?” I asked 
eagerly, accepting the proffered mug of tea    	
   with a shaking hand.

Qwalc Quoll Query
She laughed again.  “It is a peak body.”

The cup stopped, halfway to my mouth.

“It’s not a qwalc, it is QWaLC – 
Queensland Water and Land Carers,” she 
said, in response to an obviously blank 
look.

“So, it’s not a quoll sub-species?” I said 
slowly, thoroughly confused.

It was Elizabeth Clark’s turn to look blank.  
“What on earth are you rabbiting on 
about?” she said.

“QWaLC is the peak body for Landcare, 
Bushcare, Coastcare, Rivercare and 
catchment groups in Queensland,” she 
explained patiently, as if to a backward 
child; then she launched into a spiel that 
was obviously well-practiced.  “Queensland 
Water and Land Carers is an independent, 
non-government, not-for-profit 
organisation funded by a directive from 
the Natural Resources and Water Minister.”

“But …”  My thoughts, not entirely 
charitable, jumped to a certain Latvian 
researcher.

“Here,” she said, sliding a plate of lumpy 
biscuits across the table.  “Have another 
‘rockie’.”

“So what’s this QWaLC do?”

“Well, most of the groups I just mentioned 
are volunteers, and QWaLC provides 
information as well as supporting them 
with public, personal and association 
liability that’s free to all groups registered 
with QWaLC.”

I was busy munching on the delicious 
coffee-flavoured rock cake, my pen 
frenetically scratching a trail of Elizabeth’s 
words through the scatter of fallen 
crumbs:

‘QWaLC Board consists of a member from 
each representative region (South East 
Queensland, Fitzroy Basin, Queensland 
Murray Darling, Cape York and Torres Strait, 
Burnett Mary, South West, Condamine, 
Burdekin Dry Tropics, Gulf Region and Desert 
Channels Queensland)’.

“Nice rocky,” I said.  Elizabeth looked like 
she’d been complimented for someone else’s 
work.

“Listen,” she said, “I’ve got to go and poison 
some cactus – the flaming stuff has been 
trying to take over the place, but we’ve just 
about got it beaten.  And if you want more 
info on QWaLC, go to the website, www.
qwalc.org.au, it gives an excellent insight 
into its activities and contacts.”

I thanked her.  “I came looking for a 
quoll-like qwalc and I find QWaLC.  How 
come you know so much about it?”

She said nothing as she handed me a small 
card, but I fancied her thinking: ‘doesn’t this 
bloke know anything?’

The card read: ‘Elizabeth Clark, Queensland 
Water and Land Carers Board, Desert 
Channels Queensland representative, 07 
4658 2105 or leanderl@bigpond.com.’

I stood, and shook her hand, firm and 
work-hardened, but elegant and feminine.  “I 
like your scarf,” I blurted, my face instantly 
warming.  It was a silken collage of 
Queensland colours draped over the hat rack 
beside the door.

“Ah, you’re a smooth one,” she replied with a 
chuckle.

“Very vibrant,” I added, my facial heat 
increasing.  “Did you make it yourself?”  She 
smiled – I think it was acknowledgement – “I 
call it my QWaLC scarf..”

With the afternoon sun over my left shoulder, 
I left the sand ridge country, thinking about 
quolls, qwalcs, rock-cakes, scarves and … a 
certain Latvian researcher,                                         
Mr Day Vid Hattinburrow.

¼ lb. margarine
½ pint milk
1 cup sugar
3½ cups self-raising flour (approx)
2 tablespoons custard powder
Dried fruit
Lemon essence or vanilla

1 tablespoon golden syrup

1. Mix golden syrup with the milk

2. Melt margarine and add milk, sugar, custard 		
	 powder, dried fruit and flavouring

3. Add self-raising flour until mixture is fairly thick

4. Put on a tray in tablespoon lots (teaspoon lots if 		
	 you want to be dainty) and place in a hot oven for 	
	 about 10 to 15 minutes

Change the flavour by substituting the                         
custard powder with:
• 3 tablespoons cocoa; or
• 1 tablespoon ginger; or
• 1 tablespoon coffee powder.

Sam's 
Rockies

These are an original Trefoil Island recipe, from an original 
mutton birder of a cook.  Quick and easy, they’re great 

for men's smokos, school lunch boxes and shearing.
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First impression: green.                                     
Second impression: water.

A million, million shades and shapes and 
textures of green – hills against sky, grass 
beneath wind, conifers against conifers; layers 
of forest, layers of lichen, waves of fern; fields 
of corn, acres of pasture …

And water – an extension of 
green, an extension of sky, with 

deep and beautiful layers of its own – 
lakes, rivers, streams wherever you turn, 
the ocean always within reach.  Water of 
such volume, such pressure, such 
abundance that, to my dry western 
Queensland hide, is gluttony.  I am 
overwhelmed!

This is not a gentle landscape, but it is 
strikingly beautiful … and far more 
forgiving than mine.  I am horrified by the 
devastation of native forests, the 
thousands of acres of plantation timber 
and the totality of the destruction following 
this harvest.  It’s as if the kiwis remake 
their landscape at whim: ‘this shall be 
forest; no, this shall now be pasture; no, it 
will be forest once more’.  In an amazing 
generosity of spirit, Nature responds, 
grafting human scars with green, again 
and again.

Third impression: this takes longer to 
impact but reaches deeper.  The earth 
beneath my feet is alive – not only the 
layers of vegetation, the turned soil, the 
rocks – deeper than that.  I become aware 
of wafts of sulphur, strongest in the hours 
before dawn, drifts of steam; gouts of 
steam.  

I learn to look and listen for it, away from 
the beaten tourist path: a heaving and 
groaning from deep beneath; fissures 
running in a staggered line of bubbling 
mud; boiling pools; the gently persistent 
burst and gurgle of pressure; and 
unimaginable heat and power.  I begin to 
feel the old, old spirit of this place – to feel 
the truth of legend and mythology. 

I am living in a small city strung along the 
edges of the lake of a not-so-ancient 
volcanic crater.  The people are warm and 
generous of spirit.  The ancient layers of 
geology and of human history are given 
respect and acknowledgement.  There is 
no way they are going to be swept and 
hidden under neat cappings of concrete 
and bitumen.  My heart is caught.

Desert Channels Queensland
 is funded by

postcard                              
from  

Rotorua

Long-time Longreach district resident, Helen Avery 
shares her thoughts and impressions of her sojourn 
across the ditch …




